FROM SANATAN BENGALI
SOCIETY OF CALIFORNIA

SARVA MANGALA MANGALYE SIVE SARVARTHA SADHIKE
SARANYE TRAYAMBIKE GAURI NARAYANI NAMOSTUTE

Meaning: She is the most auspicious one and the one who bestows auspiciousness upen all of the
world. She is pure and holy. She protects those who surrender to her and is also called the Mother

of the three worlds and is Gouri, daughter of mountain king. We bow down to Mother Durga again
and again. We worship her.
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SANATAN BENGALI SOCIETY OF
CALIFORNIA

CELEBRATING DURGA PUJA 2023

OCTOBER 13TH, 14TH, 15TH

Mt San Antonio College

1100 N Grand AveWalnut,
CA 91789

) % o
Live concert: Ujjaini Mukherjee with her full band on October 14th at 8 p.m.
PUJA SCHEDULE

Friday Octaber 13th - Mahazhasthi Sunday October 15th - Mahanabami & Bijaya Dashami
Adhibas. Shasthi Puja & Mahalaya: 6:00 P_.M to 930 P.M Mabami Puja: 10 A& M to 12 P.M
Prasad and Dinner, .30 P.M Lumch: 12 P.M to 1:30 P.M
Saturday October 14th - Mahasaptami & Mahaashtami Cultural Program: 2 PMto 5 P.M
Saptami Puja: Q00 AM o 11:30 P.M Dazshami Puja: & P.M 1o 5:20 P.M
Pushpanjali: 11:30 AMto 12:20 P.M Arati and Santijal 530 P.M 1o 6:30 P.M

Lunch: 12:30 P.M to 1:30 P.M
Ashtami Puja & Sandhi Puja: 2:00 P.M to 4:00 P.M
Dinner; 500 P.M - 7:30 P.M
Donation Details
Zelle Pay: sonatanbengalisociety.org@gmail.com

Durga Puja 2023 (Dct. 13, 14 & 15): Family of 4-3350 Extra for additional person, Couple-5250, Single $150 and Student $100

PRESIDEMT: HE PHATIF PALE FIRAMCIAL SECETARY: MR SWAPAN FETH

WECH PRESEDENT: MRS MOLY PSWAS PUBLICATION & COMHUMCATION SECETART; PR, ANWNN SAREER
SECRETARY: HE. PRANAN ROV OB T PUBLICA THIM & CORRLFSCATION SECETARY: MR BT EARRLAKAR
HHT SECRETARY: M8 5AIKET MAIEMDER ASSISTANT CULTURAL SECETART MRS GATATRI DHAR

CULTURAL SECEVARY! MAS. LUIPAMA THAITY
A ROR-FROFIT, TAX-EXEMPT, 80010 QULTORAL & FRILANTHROFID DRGARIZATION,
VIEW WERSITE:; OFWE. SANATLHBERGALISOOIETY.ORO TAX=ID # E¥=-EESOOGE
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Lakshmi Puja 2023

OCTOBER 29TH, 2023 SUNDAY 3 pm to 8 pm

Sindhu Center, 14117 Clarkdale Ave, Narwalk, CA 90550,
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SBS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2023-2025

1. Pradip Paul

. Moly Biswas

. Pranab Roy

. Saiket Mazumder
Upama Banik (Chaity)
. Gayetri Dhar (Nanda)
. Swapon Nath

. Anjan Sarkar
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. Bijoy Karmaker

10. Papri Sarkar Vabna

11. Kakoli Sarker

12. Sambit Chowdhury

13. Sayatani Chowdhury (Keya)
14. Trisha Deb

15. Arupa Adhikary

16. Antor Paul

18. Arpan Sarker

19. Nikita Paul

20. Arabindu Mazumder
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On behalf of the Sanatan Bengali Society Executive Committee, | would like to take this
opportunity to welcome and wish all of you a fun, memorable, and meaningful Durga Puja.

| have had the honor of serving this vibrant community as an executive member since 2008 and
as the President since January 2023. | am fortunate to have such a great team of members and
volunteers who have come together to create this event for us to celebrate Durga Puja. | am so
grateful to spend another Durga Puja with all of you.

As Probasi Bangali, this is a great occasion for us to come together as a community in a festive
spirit and spread our rich culture and tradition. Amidst a world of increasing fragmentation and
unrest, our community serves as a peaceful oasis for all of us. This community has existed fora
long time and continues to grow every year. With our increasing growth and diversity, it’s our
responsibility to ensure that the community remains united and continues to keep the
community’s interest and wellbeing as our number one priority. Every member of this
community, no matter the length of time that you may have been with us, is encouraged to
participate in this annual event of Durga Puja and all the events that follow. We are all one big
family.

In honor of our community coming together, | would like to share some of the projects that we
have been working on this year. We are very excited about our collaboration with various local
organizations to diversify our community’s cultural, social, and spiritual enrichment. We have
been working closely with the Hindu Society of Southern California while celebrating Saraswati
Puja, Lakshmi Puja, Durga Puja, Kali Puja, Dol yatra, Akhay Tritiya, Janma astami, to integrate
socio-religious bond with the wider community. In addition, for more than a decade, SBS has
also been involved in student financial support. This year, SBS supported all expenses (including
visa fees, medical fees, and traveling expenses) to a student named Pramshis Kar (Ayon).
Pramashis is a RUET graduate that is starting a master’'s Program in Civil and Environmental
Engineering at Tennessee Tech University. We are continuously looking for other students to
support who wish to pursue higher education but are unable to do so due to financial barriers.
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We could not have achieved any of these incredible achievements without the active
participation of our members and volunteers. | am excited to report that this year, a lot of our
new members joined us as part of the volunteer team for Durga Puja. Please welcome them as
they join us in our celebration. We would like to invite and encourage more of our members to
participate in all capacities including leadership in various events.

Thank you for listening to some of the ventures that we are currently pursuing. For more up-to-
date information on the community and our upcoming events, please visit our website
www.sanatanbengalisociety.org. If you have any feedback for improvement or other
suggestions, we would love for you to share it with us through our email,
support@sanatanbengalisociety.org. Finally, | want to again give a big thank you to the
leadership team, volunteers, and all of you, for your continued support and dedication in
helping this community continue to thrive.

| hope you enjoy this Durga Puja and we look forward to seeing all of you at our next event for
Lakshmi Puja on October 29th , 2023 at Sindhu Center, 14117 Clarkdale Ave, Norwalk, CA
90650.

Pradip Paul
President, Sanatan Bengali Society of California
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On behalf of the Sanatan Bengalli Assoclation of Southern California (SBS), | am glad to
welcome you and your family to attend the auspicious occasion of 5ri Durga Puja.

The Sanatan Bengali Association has been serving the Hindu community of Southern California
by providing Humanitarian-education support, community work and cultural events (mostly
Bengali Culture) over 15 years.

Every year Durga Puja reminds us that we have to fight and win over the Asura (Evil) in our life.

| recognize our Cultural team/families for their every effort of contribution during last few
months of rehearsal | sincerely thank all executive team and all members for ideas,
volunteering, relentless support and cooperation throughout this year. With all your support
and contribution, we brought the new Durga idol (Pratima) from one famous artists of Kolkata
for Durga Puja 2023.

We are very grateful to the individuals who have helped our event become a success through
their gracious donation and sponsorship. We also wish to thank the members of our local
community, too numerous to name, who have given countless hours of service in helping to
make our Puja a continued success.

All positive examples, ideas from members of SBS who have shown respect to our core
curriculum and maintaining mission, vision and to upholds the integrity of values of SBS.

We are trying to bring clarity in functioning of this organization. If you have any question,
please ask the committee members. | am sure they will be pleased to answer. | welcome
everyone's suggestion: after all we need to change and adapt. That is only possible with
infusion of new ideas from your thoughts.
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Once again | would like to thank you in this greatest auspicious day and pray for our good health
and wellbeing, | will work with you for our best community need.

Wishing you and your family a blessed and happy Durga Puja! ]

“Jai Ma Durga....”

Pranab Roy
General Secretary, Sanatan Bengali Society of California

Sanatan Bengali Society 9 Durga Puja 2023



Namaskar,

| am Upama Chaity, Cultural Secretary of the Sanatan Bengalli Society. It is my pleasure to
extend a warm welcome to all devotees and well-wishers as we come together to celebrate the

grandeur of Durga Puja.

This festival transcends religion; it embodies our rich cultural heritage and the spirit of unity.
Our team has worked tirelessly to curate an unforgettable experience filled with cultural
performances, traditional rituals, and artistic displays.

| would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to our dedicated volunteers, sponsors, and
supporters who make this celebration possible.

Let's embrace the festivities, strengthen our community bonds, and create cherished
memories this Durga Puja.

May Goddess Durga bless us all abundantly.
Sarodio Sarodio Pronaam!

Warm regards,

Upama Chaity
Cultural Secretary
Sanatan Bengali Soclety
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Mamaskar,

As we eagerly await the arrival of Maa Durga, the embodiment of strength, wisdom, and divine
grace, it is my privilege and honor to welcome you all to the Durga Puja Magazine 2023. | am
Anjan Sarker, and | am delighted to serve as the editor and a proud executive member of our
beloved Sanatan Bengali Society.

Durga Puja is not merely a festival; it is a celebration of our culture, heritage, and devotion. Itis
a time when our hearts swell with reverence and joy as we welcome the goddess into our
homes and hearts. This annual magazine has been a cherished tradition for our society, a
platform to share our stories, traditions, and experiences that make this puja so special.

The 2023 edition of our magazine carries the essence of our devotion, the stories of our
journey, and the beauty of our cultural tapestry. Through these pages, we hope to capture the
spirit of unity, love, and togetherness that defines our community.

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to our dedicated team of writers, artists, photographers, and
contributors who have worked tirelessly to make this magazine a reality. Their commitment
and passion shine through in every article, photograph, and artwork you will find within these

pages.

| also want to acknowledge the unwavering support and love of our members and devotees. It
is your faith and enthusiasm that fuel our efforts year after year, making our Durga Puja
celebrations so memorable.
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As we turn the pages of this magazine, let us remember the significance of this auspicious
occasion - the triumph of good over evil, the power of the divine mother, and the bonds that tie
us all together. May this Durga Puja fill our lives with joy, prosperity, and spiritual
enlightenment.

On behalf of the entire team at Sanatan Bengali Society, | wish you all a blissful, safe, and

joyous Durga Puja. May Maa Durga bless us with her divine presence, and may our community
continue to thrive and prosper.

With warm regards,

Anjan Sarker

Publishing and Communications Secretary,
Sanatan Bengalisociety of California

Sanatan Bengali Society - Durga Puja 2023



SEASON’S GREETINGS!
2023

We wish all Sanatan
Bengali Society friends
Happy Durga Pujo!

PLATINUM MEMBERS:

1. PARITOSH MAJUMDER
e DR. PRADIP CHOWDHURY
G PRADIP MAZUMDER

4. TAPAN CHOWDHURY

5. BIDYUT DEX

G BIBEK SARKAR

T PRADIP PAUL

8. KISHOLOY GOSWAMI

9. DR. SOUMIK BHADRA
10. NABARUN PAUL

11. RUPAM BISWAS

12. AMAL ADHIEKARY

13. DEEPAK MISTRY

14, ANJAN PAUL

15. SWAPON NATH

16. DEBASHISH CHOWDHURY
17. DEBAJIT ROYX

18. PRANAB ROX

19. SHYAMAL MAZUMDER & SMRITIKANA DASGUPTA

(SOBNAM)
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My Family’s Journey

Mrinmoy Paul

Born in free India with parents from East Bengal, | heard stories of the place while growing up. To
them, it was a utopia - a place of fond memaries, rich culture, and a sense of belonging. Though |
never visited the place, it has a special place in my heart and something still missing.

The partition of India In 1947 marked a significant turning point in the subcontinent’s history,
giving birth to two independent nations, India, and Pakistan. The event reshaped the lives of
millions, including my parents who hailed from East Bengal. Their tale is of struggle, sacrifice, and
the unwavering pursuit of a better life.

Prior to the partition, my parents lived a comfortable life in East Bengal. The region was known for
its fertile lands and rich cultural heritage. My Father's village home was in Sabhar and Mother's
was Dhamrai. My Father attended Dhaka University to obtain his M.A. in English. He was involved
with student life including being the Dramatic Secretary of Dhaka University. They lived in 51
Munir Hussain Lane, Dhaka (near GPO), but used to go their village, Sabhar, as Durga Puja was
celebrated in their ancestral home there for generations. As | heard from my mother, their family
patronized the Radha Madhav Temple in Dhamrai which is famous for Rath Yatra.

They enjoyed harmonious coexistence of different communities in a diverse cultural milieu, East
Bengal, with its lush landscapes and vibrant traditions, was home to a rich tapestry of culture,
languages, and religions. My parents had friends and neighbors from various backgrounds,
reflecting the pluralistic ethos of the region. However, the winds of change were imminent.

The euphoria of independence in 1947 quickly faded as communal tensions escalated. Like many
affected residents, my parents, being part of a minority community, began to experience religious
persecution. They faced discrimination, threats, and violence that made their once peaceful life
untenable. The situation reached a breaking point, forcing them to make the heart-wrenching
decision to leave their homeland to ensure their family's safety.

With heavy hearts, my parents embarked on a treacherous journey to India. They left everything
behind - homes, belongings, and emotional attachment. What they carried with them is a trunk
made of time to carry personal items and a picture of our grandparents. They were part of a
massive exodus of people, each with their own stories of pain and suffering. Yet, amidst the chaos,
my parents clung to hope of a better future for their family.

Arriving in India as displaced persons, they faced numerous challenges. They had to start their
lives from scratch, with limited resources and no guarantees of what the future held. My Father's
possession was his education which got him a teaching job in a college but had to adapt to a
completely different environment. Despite the hardships, they were determined to provide a
better life for their children and worked tirelessly to make ends meet.
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It was a mantra for people who migrated under such harsh conditions was to give to their children
good education as once one has it no one can take it away. We were no exception to it. My parents
also provided my siblings and | the same opportunities despite their modest living for us to join the
post-partition generation of global economy and citizenship. Their story of sacrifice and
determination served as a constant source of inspiration for us.

Our extended family got scattered and settled in various parts of India due to the partition. My
Jathamoshai who settled in Bishnupur, West Bengal, maintained the family tradition of celebrating
Durga Puja as it was held in Sabhar. My parents settled in Bihar where they got lot of help from
local people of different religious denominations. Our own relatives who became the caretakers of
our properties left behind in East Pakistan did not keep communication with us for their own
benefit. As we were told, Shahid Minar in Sabhar is situated in our erstwhile parental property.
After trying for many years, my friend with a connection in Dhaka provided the following pictures
of our parental home where my parents once lived.

My family's journey from East Pakistan to India is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit
in the face of adversity. It is a story of sacrifice, determination, and hope for a better future. While
| have never had the opportunity to visit Bangladesh, it remains a lifelong aspiration that | carry
with me. It is a journey of self-discovery, a way to connect with my roots, and a tribute to the
enduring strength of my parents' spirit. One day, | hope to fulfill this dream and step onto the soil
of the “Sonar Bangla” that holds the key to my family's history and identity.
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of and shadows creates a powerful visual
revealing a depth of emotion and character. His
nd nuance highlighted by the monochromatic
the image, making it an arresting and evocative



matic pe na moment of pure vulnerability.
Rubbing his tired eyes, he wears the undeniable weariness that comes from refree play with peers.

R ..-:f" : ;'EH ;
Despite his fatigue, his kind and gentle spirit shines through. The interpla shadow lends depthto

e

his expressive ﬂ]'ﬂ‘ d emphasizes the contours of his youthful face. This black-and-white photograph
transports us to the timeless world of childhood, where innocence and friendship thrive in the simplest of
= Lt moments.






Caption:

On the top right of the painting, behind the clouds is a face that represents Maa
Durga. Maa Durga is a hindu goddess who is one of the forms of Devi. Maa Durga is
also known as Trinayani Durga, she has three eyes. Her 3rd eye or known as the eye
of consciousness was given by Shiva. Her left eye represents desire or the moon, her
right eye symbolizes action or the sun, and the central or third eye represents fire &
knowledge. On the bottom left of the piece, there is the kash flower. The kash flower

represents the symbol of change and wanting to live life to your fullest.
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Caption:

Caption: {Kaali or Kalika is a major Hindu goddess associated with time, doomsday, and death in Shaktism. An
incarnation of Parvati, wife of the great Hindu god Shiva. Kall is depicted with four, eight, or ten arms; her
devouring powers are suggested by her monstrous, wild appearance—violent energy in her crazed facial
expression and unruly hair. As a symbol of productivity, she represents the cycles of nature, and can also be
interpreted as a constant creator, taking life to give new life. As a destroyer, Kali kills those who stand in the way

of human purity and peace in both life and death, such as evil, ignorance, and egoism).



Description: Maa Durga is a goddess, also known as Devi and Shakti. Durga was created for killing the
buffalo demon Mahishasura. She is usually pictured riding a lion and with 8-10 arms, each of the arms are

holding a weapon that was given to her during the battle of her and the buffalo demon. Durga Puja is held
every year honoring her. It is 9 days long and is one of the most important festivals in Northeastern India.

Maa Durga is known for her protection, strength, and how she was created as a pure force unlike others.




RETIRING AT
bo?

Or maybe you've declded to keep working. Either
way, you maybe able to join o Medicare
Adva ntoga .Flun.

Thare maybs banalits to Medicare Advantags Plans that you may nat get through
Original Medicaore alone.

We ko Mediicare!
Call today for service and information regarding you Medicare coverage.

F'o speak with a licensed msurance agent, please call: L.

MANZUR MAX CHOWDHURY
i714) 758-99399 | Lic. #0A98435

Our llicensed Insurinie pgants aré Indapendant contractons of Mox Chawdhury nsurarce 104
Bepnue 20095435 whn wark with Medicase beneficiases to axplain Modicara Adunntige Wadicare
Supplement and Frescription Orug Flan options M Chowdhury Insurance. regresents Medicare
Adwantage organizations thag have & Medicarg contract. Enrollment depsncds on the plan's
contract renewil Wo do sat offer sveey plan avaRable in pour-area, Any Infedration we pravide 5
Wimuted o thota pland we do offer in your srea. Flease contfact Medicare gov or 1-300-MEDICARE
TTY usars shauld Gall 1-B7-486-20481 M hours a day'7 days a woek to get information on ol of
FOur PN
Fihe 1 if I

Where emergeng tec hnodogy plays animportant robe in today's competitive business e

Core services offerings

Wisd Us: woaradardentéare com
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%bmoSense Corpordlion

An Environmental Technology Firm to Promote
Sustainable Life on Planet Earth

InnoSense Corporation

Kisholoy Goswami WWW.innosen .com
President and CEO

Latika Goswami
Chief Operating Officer

Season's Greetings!

We wish all Sanatan Bengali Society friends

Happy Durga Pujo, 2023!

Latika, Kisholoy,
Suvro, Teresa, Shanto, Sfurti,
and
Ishaan Goswami
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PERITONEALDIALYSIS
CENTER OF AMERICA

3112 W Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640

)

We wish all Sanatan Bengali Society
friends

Season’s Greetings !

Happy Durga Puja 2023!

Pradip, Nibedita, Sambit, Sayantani,
Hiya and Vivan Chowdhury
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Come celebrate with us!
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Equipment, and Medical Supplies

OB/GYN - Laboratory
Hospital - Clinic
Diabetic - Physician

NPFR BIOMEDICAL INC.

J0IH Berry 51 Brsa. i HTHA
[Htica: (1) 390-5847
Fax: (TH ﬂm

kil H.é’ru_ b
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SAVE ON EVERYTHING

Save on all Diabetic Solutions, Lab Reagents,

Your One Stop Shop...For Medical Products.

A
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You May Qualify for a 100% FHA Down Payment Assistance Program

This s your opportunity to ST Yo dream home anywhere in California with no monegy
doswn! Contact me today to see if wou gualify

Self-employed/Business owners can buy their Primary Home with

10% down payment and 12 Month Business Bank Statement, Without
any Tax Return Documents

Looking to Buy / Sell / Finance / Refinance your Home, Commercial
Property, or Hotel?
i-_li':_'-_ ||.- tacie i_.'-. |' rI ese !___-;: ortunities anda more [_-::_::-i;:.:.__!

e e - Yy rFrFrTy omn *'-. £ = e L i e S o b
Contact e at BUY-/5.2-851 ra FREE Consultation

Alam Khandakar {(MSc, MBA)
Executive Marketing Director
MMLS #29065% | BRE #01488037
Cell: (909)-732-8800

Email: Alamk.rrr@gmall.com

TRT Capital EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
EHE#CH EE:E.SEEI-

31 i [4 East G-ar'.le-:,' P.'.ne 5-:|uth, '-".IErsr. l:m'lr-a l.‘.J-. 91 'i"?1
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